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Welcome to Term 2. The holidays seemed to go so quickly and now we are back and going again! Before 
we know it, it will be end of the term again! 

During the break, our students represented our school at the ANZAC Day march and ceremony. They did 

a wonderful job and we are proud of their dignified behaviour at such an important event in the life of 

our country. Jesus tells us, 'Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 
friends' (John chapter 15, verse 13). And that is what Jesus did. 

Jesus loved God and loved people, so He willingly died for us. Humanity was separated from God due to 

sin and deserved punishment. Our very lives were in danger—just like the people around the world that 

soldiers die to protect. Yet Jesus, the Son of God, loved us and therefore went into battle against sin, 

and was victorious by dying in our place. He sacrificed His life so that we could be saved and have a 

relationship and peace with God.  

I would like to welcome three new students to SMCS:    

Justin Gabriel, Year 10 

Julia Gabriel, Year 4 

Amity Rolfe, Year 9 

We pray that they will feel welcomed, comfortable and cared-for during their time at our school. 

I hope you enjoy this special edition of the school newsletter celebrating the fine work of all our 

students in last term's Musical, ' A Not So Terrible Parable'.  

Mrs Ella Meyer 

A Not So Terrible Parable Presented                      by Snowy Mountains 

Christian School 

The school musical ‘A Not So Terrible Parable’ is inspired by the story of the Good Samaritan, a parable 

that Jesus told, found in the Bible in the book of Luke 10: 25- 37. Thanks to the theatre company ‘Big 
Little Stuff’, this story has become a fun whodunit.  

Set on a dark and stormy night … a man lay beaten by the side of the road. Two travellers passed him by. 

Mysteriously, he is delivered to the doorstep of the quaint Mountain Vista Inn, where the startled guests, 

the butler and the maid (of course!), and the famous detective must use their wits to sleuth out every 

clue to get to the bottom of this mystifying 'whodunit'. Mystery, candlelight, organ music, and strange 
pizza toppings all awaited as we joined our host Alex McAlister to solve the mystery! 

The putting together of the musical ‘A Not So Terrible Parable’ started way back in 2020. The appeal of 

the play was the whodunit aspect. We were inspired with the idea of the message of caring for our 

neighbour coming to life in a ‘Cludeo’ style whodunit. Little did we know how important this message 
would be during our COVID times. 

Early in 2021, Mrs O’Connor, Mrs Wadland and student teacher, Miss Stewart evaluated auditions and 
decided on cast members. It was decided that the following students were to play these roles: 



 



 



 

1 - Molly Taylor who played the character of Alex McAlister 



 

2 - Will Taylor who played the character of Guy Random 



 

3 - Mia Poucher who played the character of Grace Mountain-Vista 



 

4 - Emily Anderson who played the character of Yvette 



 

5 - Ella Barker who played the character of Evelyn 



 

6 - Charlotte Crane who played the character of Jeeves 



 

7 - Grace Wadland who played the character of Ricki Blaine 



 

8 - Joshua Groves who played the character of Justin Case 



 

9 - Jada Horneman who played the character of Jenny Barrister 



 

10 - Reuben Khan who played the character of Brooks Binder 



 

11 - Imogen Walker who played the character of Samantha Ayrton 

Soon after our cast were given their scripts we went into COVID lockdown and isolation. Although the 

students admirably continued to learn their lines and rehearse via video meeting, it was decided that 

2021 was not the year to put on a school musical. Things went on hold, although students continued to 
learn their lines with the hope that the musical would go ahead in early 2022.  

As 2022 came around, the students were very keen to commence rehearsals and Mrs. O ’Connor was 

pleased to work with them. In the meantime, the primary students began in earnest to learn their songs, 

with the assistance of Mrs. England as the Music teacher and their classroom teacher.  

Once the primary students could sing their songs with confidence, they put together the dances. The 

choreography was created as a joint collaboration between students, with the class teacher only acting 

as a facilitator. Costuming was decided upon and parents began putting them together at home; with 

only a few embellishments from the school. Our primary students were ready to move practices out of 
the classroom, and onto the stage. 

Meanwhile our secondary students were rehearsing with Mrs. O’Connor. Just before the final week, 

Caleb Ventura, our Guy Random, had to go into isolation and would be unable to join in with the play. 

Gallantly, Will Taylor stepped into the role and did a fantastic job learning the part in less than a week! 
Fortunately, no other outbreak of COVID occurred before the big day.  

As with most musicals, the last week is when everything comes together. Year 5/6 began to paint the 

backdrop and the staging was complete; our primary students were practicing on the stage and our 



actors could see the set coming to life. Once the main cast started rehearsing in costumes, sound effects 

and the primary songs were added, their acting skills rose to the occasion and their characters came to 

life during full-dress rehearsals. They were ready to perform for an audience. 

The first big night came about. There was a mixture of nerves and excitement. The main cast members 

and Mrs. O’Connor, Mrs. Wadland, Miss Alana and Mrs. Shumack assembled early to dress, put on 

make-up and fashion hair. The whole cast helping each other. It was wonderful seeing the students 

working together, encouraging one another and sharing excited nerves. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

The primary students came a little later, getting into costume, assisted by Mrs. Pristavu and Mrs. Forster. 
They then waited for the start of the play. 

 



 

After grabbing a coffee and something to eat, thanks to the organisation of the Fundraising Team, the 

audience was seated. The lights were dimmed and the spotlight directed onto the stage. The 

performance began with all the primary students singing the introductory theme song ‘On a Dark and 
Stormy Night!’  

Our mystery story was introduced by the narrator Alex McAlister, performed by Molly Taylor. Molly set 

the scene beautifully, she invited us into the foyer of the grand Mountain Vista Inn and introduced us  to 

its owner, butler and maids. Molly continued throughout her performance to create the suspense that a 

mystery needed for it to be enthralling. Concluding with a well delivered monologue, revealing the 
message behind our play of loving your neighbour. 



 

Our victim, Guy Random, was played by Will Taylor. After making a very dramatic and convincing 

entrance, by falling onto the floor, Will continued with a terrific performance, looking forlorn and 
beaten while being fussed upon by the Mountain Vista Inn ’s staff.  

Shortly afterwards our forthright and confident detective, Ricky Blaine, played by Grace Wadland and 

accompanied by her side-kick, Justin Case, played by the very debonair, Josh Groves, entered the foyer 
with fanfare.  



 

The side story and banter between the elegant proprietor Grace Mountain-Vista played by Mia Poucher, 

butler Jeeves, performed by Charlotte Crane, the maids Yvette and Evelyn, played by Emily Anderson 

and Ella Baker, and Justin Case kept the mood of the play light-hearted. Often the dramatic fainting of 

Yvette and catching by Jeeves brought laughter to the audience. The swooning over Justin Case by the 
maids also brought smiles and giggles. 

Grace Wadland as Ricky Blaine strutted confidently throughout the play bringing forward each suspect 

for cross examination. The first suspect – Jenny Barrister, played by Jada Horneman as a letter of the law 

type of character, was found to have neglected her duty to help our victim find safe a place to recover 

from his attack. Jade created a character that was sassy and matter of fact. She convinced the audience 

to have the heart to stop to help a stranger. 

Although there were a number of dad jokes and play on words throughout the play, the best lines were 

delivered by Ricky Blaine and Brooks Binder, played by Reuben Khan. As Ricky Blaine was investigating 

Brooks Binder’s actions on this dark and stormy night, the audience were quick to laugh as they watched 

the banter between these two characters. The highlight being some slap stick humour as Justin Case 

grabbed Brooks Binder’s collar, causing Brooks to fall to the floor, allow Ricky Blaine to examine Brooks 
shoe to find he had a missing sole! Evidence of his lack of compassion towards our victim, Guy Random.  



 

Each time our detective revealed what each suspect had done, or not done as the case maybe, a 

‘flashback set’ was revealed. Our drama elective class had pre-recorded footage of our victim lying on 

the side of the road and each of our suspects walking right on by without assisting. This video was  

projected onto the large TV screens to assist our audience in picturing the events of the night. Issy 
Collitts, Sage Roswell, Taylor-Grace Roberson did a terrific job, putting these scenes together. 

Our primary classes performed their songs with energy and enthusiasm. Year 5/6, dressed as detectives, 

began with the song ‘Whodunit?’, a very catchy tune which audiences would hum as they left the 

theatre. Our K/1/2 class were dazzling and cute in sunglasses, colourful skirts and vests. Their song 

remined us we can love others because God first loved us. The Year 3/4 class delighted the audience, 

dressed in pyjamas, as they sang and danced two songs – 'Your Word is Alive' and 'Every Day'. Their 



favourite song being ‘Every Day’, where wearing pyjamas symbolised waking up every morning to a new 
day ready to love God through our actions. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

So, in the end, who was our kind and compassion mystery person who brought Guy Random safely to 

the hotel for care and recover? Ricky Blaine solves the case by exclaiming that the rather shy and 

demure pizza girl, Samantha Aryton, played beautifully by Imogen Walker; who has been popping in and 

out of the hotel foyer delivering odd pizzas all night was indeed the kind stranger who had delivered Guy 

Random to the hotel earlier that fateful evening. Case closed, mystery solved! 



 

The feedback from the audience was excellent. Some saying that the performance on the Friday night 

slightly better than that on the Thursday. Overall, the whole school musical was a huge success. Not just 

for giving students performance opportunities and a chance to develop a sense of  community and 

teamwork, but also for the delivery of the message to love one another. An important message for living 
a life that pleases God.  

Special thanks and acknowledgements need to be given to Mrs O’Connor and Mrs Wadland for 

organising and directing the play, Mr Shumack who was on the sound desk, and Mrs England who taught 

the songs to the primary students. Special thanks to Micah Khan, Sam Thompson and Jordan Groves for 

backstage organisation, the parents and teachers who helped with costumes and makeup behind the 

scenes.   

 

Mrs Dani Wadland 
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12 - George will be teaching privately at SMCS on Wednesdays in Term 2! 



 

 



 

Financial Administrator 

 



 

Snowy Monaro Community Notices 

 



 



 



SMCS School Calendar 

 



 



 



 

Contact Us 

We would love to hear from you! 

 

Snowy Mountains Christian School 

Cnr Baroona Ave & Boona Street, (P.O. Box 53) 

Cooma NSW Australia 2630 

02 6452 4333 



office@smcs.nsw.edu.au 

 

Visit us on the web at www.smcs.nsw.edu.au  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SnowyMountainsChristianSchool  

Instagram: @snowymountainschristianschool 

 

2022 Term Dates 

Term 1: Monday 31 January 2022 - Friday 08 April 2022 

Term 2 : Tuesday 26 April 2022 - Friday 1 July 2022 

Term 3 : Monday 25 July 2022 - Friday 23 September 2022 

Term 4 :Monday 10 October 2022 - Wednesday 7th December 2022 

 

Board of Directors 

John Vanderhout (Chair Person) 

Judy Taylor (Secretary) 

Robert Wiles 

Farhad Khan 

Malcolm Anderson 

Neil Poucher 

Sandra Mortimer 

 

https://www.smcs.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/SnowyMountainsChristianSchool


 


